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Mr. Root on Mr. Davis’s Apge.

The surpassing political ability of
ELiav RooT appears in his brief speech
of motification addressed yesterday to
Senator FAIRBANKS; likewise Mr. Roor's
knack of saying politically offensive
things in a personally humane and ir-
roproachable way.

Most men in Mr. RooTr's case would
have attempted at Indianapolis to repeat
and reenforce the great service he ren-
dered his party at Chicago. Most men
would have improved the occasion by
enlarging and emphasizing the pre-
viously advanced idea that the contin-
uous record of the Republican party,
rather than the incidental personality
of President ROOSEVELT, is the issue to
be dwelt upon by Republican orators
in this campaign.

Mr. Roor? made no attempt of that
kind. He adopted another line of sug-
gestion in his remarks to Mr. FAIRBANKS;
and, with consummate rhetorical skill,
he contrived to put in absolute sharp-
neas of outline before the mind of every
voter an issue which thus far has been
generally overlooked, or vaguely dis-
cussed, or politely ignored.

That is the issue of age as between

the Vice-Presidential - candidates. Mr.
ROOT wasted no time on other questions.
He informed Mr, FAIRBANKS that the
primary duty of the Vice-President is
to take up the burden of the Presidency
if occasion requires. He pointed out
the fact that five of the last twelve Presi-
dents have died in office and have been
suoceeded by Vice-Presidents, and then
he went on to arraign the Democracy for
nominating for Vice-President “an ex-
oellent gentleman, born during the Presi-
dency of JaM E8 MONROE; who before the
4th of March next will be in the eighty-
second year of his age, and before the
next Administration is ended will be
approaching his eighty-sixth birthday.”
Mr. Roor continued:
? “ In contemplasing the remote possibility of the
cleotion of the Democratio Idate for Vice-
Preaident, the peaple of the cou! are bound to
contamplate alad as a neoessary result of such an
election In case of the President's death that others,
not ehomsn by the people, and we do not know who,
would govern in the name of 8 nominal successor
unable himaclf to perform the Constitutional duties
of his office; or, worse still, that serious doubt
whether the Vice-President had not reached a
condition of ‘' Inability ' within the meaning of the
Constitution would throw the itle of the ofice Into
dispute.

“ The serfous effect of such an event upon the
Government and upon the business interests and
general welfare of the country, and the serious
effeet evem of the continual menace of such an
event, must he apparent to every thoughtful mind.”

In confining his Indianapolis speech
to the question of Mr. HENRY G. DAvIs's
great age and the possible consequences
of his election along with Judge PARKER,
Mr. Roor violated no rule of propriety.
It is a legitimate matter for the voters
to cousider. It was a proper subject
for discussion by him in Mr, FATRBANKS'S
presence. Nobody had yet ventured
to present the unpleasant question so
clegrly, but it is now before the meeting
and it is sure to play a considerable part
in the campaign.

The Saloon Dedicated by a Bishop.

Bishop P OTTER has given the sanction
of the Chusch and of his ecclesiastic
office to a liquor saloon; why? For the
reason that this rum shop is established
on the policy of eschewing mere money
making. It will return to its stockhold-
ers only 6 per cent. on their investment,
however much it makes, and any sur-
plus of profits is to be used in setting up
other drinking places on the same prin-
ciple. Now a 5 per cent. investment is
first rate, if it is secure. If this saloon
shall continuously earn a handsome
surplus above that dividend er interest,
its stock or bonds will be worth more
than par.

Is a liquor saloon reprehensible or
desirable as a social institution accord-
ing to the amount of its profits to the
keepers? That is, is the business of
liquor saloon reputable and commenda-
ble when it returns on the investment
only 5 per cent., and disreputable and
reprehensible when theprofit is greater,
or when {t is run for the purpose of mak-
ing more money, if possible?

It might be replied that if this saloon
is prosperous and earns more than 5 per
cent. other saloons of the game kind will
be set up with the surplus and if they,
too, are profitable, the “not for the pur-
pose of making money” saloons can be
increased indefinitely, with the conse-
quence that all others will be unable to
stand the competition and only 5 per
cent. saloons established on a religious
basis will be left.

The philanthropic saloon propoees to
attract trade by offering superior in-
ducements to those of the .ordinary
liquor trade, in the way of cleanliness

and what not; and, incidentally, to pro-

mote temperance and encourage sobriety
by selling “soft drinks,” tea, coffee and
chocolate.

Already liquor saloons generally dis-
pense “soft drinks,” and usually they are
made specially attractive in decoration
and appointments by men whose long
experience of the public tastes has
taught them how to proceed. They will
ask no odds in that matter from Bishop
PorTER's saloon. If his bar~introduces
m-;pnﬂubb. innovations they  will

{
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quickly adopt them, and improve on

them.

In other words, the regular saloon
business is run by shrewd and astute
men, who are not likely to be beaten in
the competition by religious amateurs.

Bishop POTTER said in his dedicatory
address that as he belonged to several
clubs at which liquor is sold, where he
could go to “spend a social evening,”
he wanted to make “the saloon better
and more attractive to the poor man who
cannot go to a club,” But we never heard
complaints from poor men that the sa-
loons already existing are not good
enough and attractive enough for them.
Usually they are the most attractive
places in their neighborhoods; and the
beverages sold at them, as frequent
analysis has shown, are hs gocd as those
at the Bishop's clubs, so far as concerns
their effects.

The Bishop wants to do the poor man
good; but, naturally enough, he is ig-
norant of the liquor saloon business.
Actually, its least need is of such at-
tractiveness to custom as he imagines
is required, The saloon is too attrac-
tive already, in the view of its enemies,
for the seductions it offers are increased
the more inviting it is made.

Bishop POTTER and his fellow philan-
thropists can start out with one well-
established fact as a basis. It is that

people go to a liquor saloon to get a i

drink and not simply “to spend a social
evening.” If the drink suits their taste
and the price is satisfactory, the saloon
serves for them the main purpose of its
being. Another fact is that the capital
invested in the business, many millions
of dollara, already ofiers as great in-
ducements in the way of what is called
“the poor man's club” as the patrons of
saloons want and would use.

The experiment of the new saloon is
not promising. It is made to create an
artificial demand rather than to supply a
real demand, and when its novelty has
worn off, ita custom is likely to fall away.

The Tenement House Department.

The first report of the Tenement House
Department has just been published
in two substantial volumes. It covers
the period from Jan. 1, 190 to July 1,
1903, comprising all but the last six
months of Commissioner ROBERT W. DE
FOREST'S administration. The legisla-
tion proposed by the New York State
Tenement House Commission of 1800
aimed at a more radical treatment of
the tenement house problem than had
ever before been attempted. The pres-
ent report has been compiled primarily
with a view to showing how this legisla-
tion has worked in practice.

The proposals submitted by the com-
mission provided for a new Tenement
House act and for the creation of a Tene-
ment House Department as a separate
branch of the city government. Both
measures were adopted by the Legisla-
ture, the former going into effect on
April 12, 1901, and the latter on Jan. 1,
1802,

The Tenement House act was by no
means a mere extension of principles
embodied in existing legislation. Its
spirit and purpose were new. It was
the first law having for ita object the
improvement of the moral, as well as
physical, environment of the tenement
population. It provided for the suppres-
sion of prostitution in tenements, raised
the standard of future building con-
struction, and called for the alteration of
unsanitary houses erected under preced-
ing, less exacting rules.

The enforcenfent of a law of such
sweeping character demanded a special
administrative machinery. The func-
tions intrusted to the new department
were extremely varied and extensive.
They included supervision of all tene-
ment building operations, compelling
structural alterations in 40,000 unsani-
tary old houses, stamping out a wide-
spread social evil, and making sanitary
inspections in all tenement houses, which
on Jan. 1, 1802, numbered upward of
82,000. Every tenement house in the
city was to be inspected at least once a
year, while those in which renta of apart-
ments averaged less than $25 a month
were to be investigated monthly,

The department was clothed with
ample, almost arbitrary, powers. It
can peremptorily stop werk on new
buildings and vacate old buildings. No
new tenement can be occupied without
its permif. All owners or responsible
‘agents of tenements are abliged to report
their names and addresses, together
with other information, to its registrar
of records. It has the right of entry
into the private apartments of two-
thirds of the population of the city. With
a force of 400 employees and a budget of
$500,000, it has the means at command
to carry on the work for which it was
created.

The Tenement House Department, it
will be seen, is in constant contact with
property interests of emormous value
and with a vast number of people—
tenants, owners, agents and house-
keepers. Its relation with the public
apparently presented opportunities for
blackmail on a large scale. Besides,
experience in other branches of the city
government gave no assurance that,
even if corruption could be avoided,
the department would be competent to
enforce effectively and impartially a law
80 complex as the Tenement House act.

Indeed, most of the flagrant evils
which the act sought to remove had
grown up through past corruption and
inefficiéncy in the Building, Health and
Police departments. When, for ex-
ample, the State Tenement House Com-
mission of 1000 made an inspection of
608 tenement houses in process of con-
struction under the jurisdictiom of the
old Building 'Department, violations of
law were found in all but fifteen of the
buildings.

Many advocates of tenement improve-
ment feared that the legislation procured
by the commission attempted to ac-
complish too much. To secure an honest
administration of the Tenement House
act was not sufficient. Tact and ability
of a high order were also necessary.
The act had been carried through the
Legislature on a waveof reform senti-~
ment. It had been hotly opposed by
the building industry and was disliked
by propex’y owners. In order to remain

would have to be administered in such a
way as to demonstrate its value ahd
thereby attraot popular support,

For this reason one of the most inter-
esting parts of Mr, DE FOREST'S feport
is in the chapters describing the organ-
ization of the Tenement House Depart-
ment and its methods of work. The
description covers more than & hundred
pages, and is sufficiently eomplete to
serve as & manual of reference, It re-
veals throughout the same practical

| judgment and freedom from political

influence which prompted Mr. DE FOREST
on his appointment as Tenement House

Commissioner to secure the services of :

l such eminently competent associates as

LAWRENCE VEILLER, the leading expert
on housing reform in the United States;
WEBSTER C. BUusH, former Commissioner
of Buildings in Brooklyn; CHARLES B.
BALL, former chief inspector of plumb-
ing in the District of Columbia; Prof.
WILLIAM R. PATTERS8ON former statis-
tician of the State Board of Control of
Jowa: and Miss KATE H. CLAGHORN, of
the Federal Census.

That the work of the department has
been Monest, impartial, tactful, and of
conspicuous value to the public is suffi-
ciently shown by the popularity which
the department has achieved. Attempts
to emasculate the Tenement House act
in the Legislature have aroused spon-
taneous protests from the great tene-
ment population of the East Side, and
noamendment of any kind has been made
unless asked for by the Commissioner.

In the organization of the department,
care was taken to separate the executive
work from the field work and to see that
every employee should be subject to
supervision. Inspectors became mere
gatherers of information, without au-
thority to issue orders. Printed schedules
were devised covering every possible
infraction of the law. They are in the
form of questions which for the most
part require merely “yes” or “no” for an
answer. The questions are grouped
according to subjects, as plumbing, fire-
escapes, structural improvements, &c.,
each group being contained on a sepa-
rate card.

When filled in by the district inspec-
tors, the cards are returned to the execu-
tive office, which takes whatever action
is indicated. The cards are of uniform
size and are filed in a card catalogue
arranged by street number. Every new
inspection brings the old cards out for
‘comparison, and any misstatement they
contain is certain to be detected sooner
or later by the officials in charge of the
catalogue. In addition, the field work
of the district inspectors is under con-
stant review by supervising inspectors,
who report systematically to the office.

The system of administration in use
has made blackmail impossibie as a
continued and extensive practice, while
at the same time economizing labor,
In the course of eighteen months the
closest surveillance resulted in the de-
tection and discharge of only four em-
ployees. The Tenement House Depart-
ment, therefore, has not only firmly
established the cause of housing reform
in New York, but, according to Mr. Dr
FoREST, has “demonstrated clearly that
corruption need not exist in any of the
large city departments.”

Has He Succeeded?

This letter asks a question which is
probably in the minds of most people,
for only a very few of any generation,
comparatively and even actually, can
have fulfilled their hopes in their ca-
reers, or, in other words, risen into spe-
cial distinction by reason of their suc-
cess in winning the prizes of life they
deem the greatest:

“To TRE EDITOR OF TRE SUN—Sir: I desirean
unblassed, unprejudiced opinion of what I amount
to In the world, just how much I may pass for, con-
sidering what I have in the way of education.

*“Thirty-five years ago I was born on the East
Stde of New York city, close to where TWEED held
forth. My parents were then In comfortable cir-
oumstances, but reverses came, and at 10 years of
age 1 found myself practically out off from any
hope of ever agaln going to school. Soon I was
at work In a grocery for the large salary of one
dollar and 8 half a week. From that time on untfl
to-day I have been at it, working hard. Some-
times I think I have done falrly well; agaln, I fee]
I am a total fallure.

“ When about 12 years of age I began to read
THR SUN and have never wavered in the feeling
that it was the one true newspaper. Te that
paper, to my pittance spent for the 150 books I own
and the burning of midnight oll 1 owe to-day what-
ever may be my education.

“To get back to the story. I grew and waxed
in strength and health. During the interval from
my advent in the grocery store 1 have done as
follows: [ bought and studied a grammar, SHAKER-
SPEARE, sometimes read the Bible, the history of
England, Greece, Rome, Franoce, our own country;
1 bave read MiLTON'S ‘' Paradise Lost,' DICKENS,
Pore, HAWTHORNE, LoONOrELLOW, the Conquest
of Mexico and Peru, VoN HoLST on the United
States, and dally THE SUN. [ have mastered Mun-
son shorthand, write It to-day, 100 words per min-
ute (not for business), and can pound a '‘Reming-
ton.'

“ For a period of ten years I have held a position
In the Government service—too long, 1 think, for
my own good. My salary s $1,300 a year. | have
a good wife, a humble home, but good and nice,
and six children, all well formed, healthy, happy,
better clothed than thelir father at thelr age, yea,
better fed.

“ Now, bave I succeeded or not?! Am I where I
ought to be for what I did and went through? Mind
you, I am sober, always so; do not smoke or chew;
but take a drink when I feel I want it—average,
three & week.

* THE SUN and mysell are old chums. Now, tell
me frankly what you think. I am halled as a
good fellow, honest and loyal to my friends, yet
there seoms to me to be a Jacking—that I am fNtted
for a place I cannot get, UNCERTAIN.

“ WABHINGTON, July 81."

Frankly, what do we think? We
think and affirm positively and without
qualification that our old Washington
friend has been successful and enviably
successful in hia career. He is better
off in every way than the great majority
of men and he ought to be happy. His
letter suggests that he has a disposition
which of itself is ;worth more than ma-
terial riches, for his query does not im-
ply discontent with his position. He
would like to do better. Of course he
would, 8o would everybody else. That
is a craving in mankind which prevents
the stagnation of society.

The theory that in a future life in
heaven will come complete content and
perfect satisfaction for the souls of the
saved, implies a future which would be

permanently on the statute books it

destructive of progrees for the individual
and reduce him to surfeited and dis-
contented inanity.

In nature there is no rest. FEvery-
thing is at work, and a man content to
remain idle yet satisfled with his con-
dition would be a monstrous excep-
tion from the law of being. There
is no such man. The most restless and
the most discontented of crdatures are
the people who are rich enough to be
idle and who try to make a playtime of
life and get satisfaction in loafing, Next
come the unfortunate people who search
in vain for something to do.

At this time millions of citizens of this
republic are waiting impatiently and
anxjously for the result of the election
next November; yet, however it goes,
the personal interests of a very small
part of them will be affected in any way.
Probably even our Washington friend,
though he holds a place in the Govern-
ment service, will be protected from
harm by the civil service law, whether
Mr. RooSEVELT or Judge PARKER shall
be elected. Why, then, is anybody con-
cerned about the result? “For a mdn's
life consisteth not in the abundance of
the things which he possesseth;" “the
life is more than meat, and the body is
more than raiment.” His highest hopes
and ambitions and greatest interests
are, after all, not purely selfish. Patriot-
ism is described by certain cynical
philosophers as folly; and partisanship,
in Mugwump estimation, is a sentiment
confined to narrow minds. If that is
50, the impulse of affection which in-
duces our friend to provide his wife
and children with comforts and luxu-
ries which were denied to him in his
youth is also silly altruism. He might
live in a niggardly fashion and save
more money. He might crush out his
paternal affection as a too costly luxury,
But then he would be poor indeed. Now
he is rich; and it is sentiment which en-
riches him. He has won the greatest of
the prizes of life in his happy and loving
home. Without it he would be poor and
pitiable with millions of money.

Our friend's reading has been good,
He could not have made a better se-
lection if he had had ROCKEFELLER'S
fortune to enable him to buy books by
the thousand. One of the great bless-
ings of this time is the cheap price at
which the best literature of all ages is
obtainable. For the cost of car fare up
and down town a man can now buy one
of the greatest books which the world
has ever produced.

Happy? Everybody is happy and
successful who can surround himself
with the blessings of our friend’s Wash-
ington home. He will be happier the
more he works and the less he thinks
about himself.

Yesterday and To-day.

This is from the observation depart-
ment of our venerable and always
esteemed contemporary the Ultica
Observer, on Aug. 2:

“The man who Is to-day most talked of as
candidate for Governor on the Democratic tickes
is CHARLES W. GOODYRAR of Buffalo.”

That may have been true day before
yesterday. It is not quite true of yes-
terday or to-day.

The man who is to-day most talked
of as candidate for Governor on the
Democratic ticket is DANIEL ScoTT
LAMONT of Fifty-third street.

Any apprehensions felt by fearsome
Populista that TROMAS E. WATSON of Thom-
son, Ga., would decline or would tarry,
waver. equivocate, postpone or hesitate
about accepting the Springfield convention's
nomination for President have proved
groundless. He has accepted in a prepaid
telegraph message sent to Chairman PARKER
of Kentucky, TIBBLES, the candidate for
Vice-President, has also come forward in a
receptive turn of mind. Encouraged by
these marks of confidence, an ambitious
New York Populist submits a project for
hiring the Madison Square Garden or some
other large hall in this city as a place for the
ceremony of notification.

Such a meeting could be attended by the
entire Populist party of the State of New
York. What other party in this State
could bring every one of its members into
one hall at one time? It would enable
Candidate WATS8ON to address more per-
sons than the entire population of Thomson,
Ga., and TIBBLES could be for once a big
man in the enemy’'s country, which knows
of him rather from his grotesque name than
from his stateesmanlike achievements,

Moreover, the joint appearance of War-
soN and TIBBLES, actual, physical and pal-
pable, would put at rest for the balance of
the campaign the notion that the Populist
party had evaporated or gone on a lectur-
ing tour.

ToM TAGGART is going to make the effort of his
1ife to send one "Genteman from Indiana” back Lo
bis law office.—-Washington Post.

What deplorable inaccuracy! The Hon.
CHARLES WARREN FAIRBANKS, after the
worst that THOMAS can do, has a reserved
seat on the floor of the United States Senate,
and it is his uutil March 3, 1000,

To choose and classify, to select and ac-
cord prominence to campaign books, it
seems, is @ task which weighs heavily on
Democratic campaign managers, for great
is the abundance of material, the accumu-
lations of Democratic campaign literature
from JEFFERSBON'S time to this. No such
difficulty of selection, however, embarrasses
the Republicans. Thelr candidate fur-
nishes them with all the necessary literature
in his own works, and popular taste can be
gratified with “Ranch Life and Hunting
Trail,” “The Winning of the West, ” “Ameri-
can Idealg, and Other Essays,” “The Wilder-
ness Hunter," “The Rough Riders” and
“The Strenuous Life."”

e re——

The Rare Leopard and the Commen Cop.

To THE EDITOR Or THE SUN—Sir: It seems a
valuable and very rare animal, to wit, a snow
leopard, has been destroyed—shot by a specimen
of the common, or garden varlety, of cop. How
preposterous! A great commander, afterward a
President, on June 12, 1904, In a dllemma about
hungry soldiérs, famished horses and lnsuMcient
transportation, ordered forage for the animals
instead of rations for the men, on the ground that
he couldn't spare the horses, but could get any
number of men. Another soldier, not so distin.
guished in military life, but afterward a President,
was sald to have sald It was denled, but there seems
to be no doubt about Ii—that the interests of
property must be conserved in the matter of
importing contract laborers of the Yellow Perll
variety.

There you are. It would be economical to feed
expensive carnivors with 81,400 fat and aged pri-
mates and employ young $300 cops In thelr stead.

NEW YORK, Aug. 3. DEANR SwyrrR.

——

On the Other Stde.

Friend—What Ia the diagnosis?
Patlent—The doctor has tomfoolitls,

DENVER,

The Special Land Commission appointed
by President Roosevelt in December last
is expeoted to confer with the representa-
tive stockmen of the West, who met yes-
terday at Denver to discuss the questions
of grazing lands, forest reserves and leases
of publio lands. These are burning ques-
tions in the arid regions, and the entire
population, from Wyoming to New Mexico,
{8 deeply interested in the meeting.

The commission is composed of W. A.
Richards, Commissioner of the General
Land Office; Gifford Pinchot, chief of the
Bureau of Forestry of the Department of
Agriculture; and F. H, Newell, chief hydro-
grapher of the Geological Survey and in
charge of the reclamation service. The
meeting has been preparing since the year
opened. When Messrs. Newell and Pin-
chot attended the session of the National
Live Btock Association at Portland, Ore.,
in January, they said they were there at
the request of the President to collect in-
formation that would help them in the dis-
charge of the duties assigned them. The
President, in his last annual message, de-
fined these duties as follows:

To report, at the earllest practical moment, upon |

the condlitlon, operation and effect of the present
land laws and on the use, condition and settlement
of the public lands; and especlally to report what
changes In organization, laws, regulations and
practice affecting the public lands are needed to
effeet the largest practicable disposition of the
public lands to actual settlers, who will build per-
manent homes upon them, and to secure in perma-
nence the fullest and most eflective use of the re-
sources of the publlc lands.

Every one admits thatthe land laws do
not meet the present needs of the arid re-
glons; but there has been a grave difference
of opinion between some Government
officials and the Western people as to the
wisdom of measures that are now in opera-
tion to remedy the defect. The commission
is expected to base its recommendations
upon the knowledge galned by hearing all
sides of the questions involved. The forest
reserves are a good example of the diver-
gent views that have been held in Wash-
ington and on the Western plains and pla-
teaus as to what is best for that part of the
country.

Mr, Pinchot told the stock raisers at
Portland last winter that the primary ob-
jeot of the forest reserves was the making
of homes. The land had been withdrawn
from sale in the expectation that in the near
future it could be made to produce more
water, wood and grass than {t does now,
and that this improvement would be per-
manent. The protection of forests and the
preservation of water and grass would
mean prosperous homes,

But Governor Wells of Utah said, at the
same meeting, that the people of his State
were astounded when they heard that the
Government proposed to withdraw for a
forest reserve 5,000,000 acres along the
Wasatch Mountains, on whose western
base most of the State's development has
been made. The people were to be cut
off from a large part of the lands suitable
for settlement and grazing. The plan was
subsequently modified, but 2,600,000 acres
have been put into forest reserves, and it is
now proposed to withdraw enough more
from sale or settlement to include nearly
4,000,000 acres in the reserves. The Gover-
nor said that the reserves in Utah are wholly
disproportionate in area to the needs they
propose to remedy, that reserves should
be limited to actual forest lands on wawer-
sheds, and that the people would rejoice
when at least the non-forest lands now
in the reserves were withdrawn from them
80 that they may be used for homes and
grazing.

The press and public men of the other
arid States where great reserves of land
have been made voice the same complaint.
The three forest reservea in Wyoming,
for example, embrace 8,654,144 acres. In
this vast area no settler s permitted to build
a home. No lumberman can cut lumber.
No rancher can cut house logs or poles
without a permit allowing him to cut some
kinds of timber. No live stock can graze
exocept by permit, and then only in limited
numbers A great many reaidents of Wyo-
ming say thgt the progress of the State is
impeded by the check which the forest
reserves have given to some of their lead-
ing industries, and ask that all parts of the
reserves not actually timbered be turned
back to settlement and use.

Neither side has all the right of this ques-
tion. Very likely the Bureau of Forestry has
pushed its plans with a little too much en-
thusiasm; and the herders and lumbermen
have not fully recognized the good that
some measure of forestation may do. The
people are especially opposed to the segre-
gation of any land that has water enough
for the needs of cultivation, and they say
that there is a considerable amount of such
land in the reserves. The question needs
threshing out.

An issue of still greater economic im-
portance is that of the grazing lands. Mr.
Newell says that the area which can ulti-
mately be reclaimed by irrigation is not
over 2 to 4 per cent. of the extent of any of
the States, and so most of the arid regions
must always be devoted to grazing, for
which 70 to 80 per cent. is naturally adapted.
But the ranges have been overstocked; the
grasses have been eaten bare or pulled up
by the roots, and many ranges do not sup-
port one-half the live stock that they did
ten years ago. The people say these ranges
are being destroyed because they are not
controlled either by ownership or leasing;
and the Secretary of Agriculture says that
the grazing lands “should be rented to in-
dividuals, in sufficiently large areas and
for a sufficiently long time to induce lessees
to give attention to their improvement.”
The sentiment against disposing of these
lands is pronounced, for some of them will
ultimately be reclaimed and should go
from the control of the United States into
the hands of actual settlers,

These are the leading questions before
the commission; and its recommendations
will be valuable in proportion as they are
based upon the present and future needs of
the western country.

Groodt Esopus.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: 1n Diedrich
Knickerbocker's description of the mighty and
varlegated army that Govérnor Peter Stuyvesant
bad mustered along the banks of the Hudson and
marched through the principal gate of New York,
“that stood by the head of Wall street,” just before
seiting out on that famous campalgn agalnst the
presumptuous and contumacious Swedes, we read
that, following the Van Vietens of Keatskill, “hor-
rible quaffers of new clder, and arrant braggarts
in their liquor, came the Van Pelts of Groodt Esopus,
dexterous horsemen, mounted upon swiich tall
steeds of the Isopus breed.” Also that: “These
were mighty hunters of minks and muskrats.”

Judge Parker, we know, was not born In Esopus,
but Is he not a sclon of these Dutchmen, and \s
not the horse that he rides every morning an off-
spring of that switch-tall Esopus breed?

He s after bigger game than “minks and musk-
rats,” but he shows the characteristics of a mighty
hunter all the same. GEOROR CLEMENT.

NEwW YORK, Aug. 8.

Hands Across the Rea.
Says Roosevelt to Chamberlain: *
“The bard your glory sings;
Let me congratulate you on
‘“The grinning teeth of things.' *

Says Chamberlain to Roasevelt:
“My wonder grows and grows;
You ought to thank your stars that Rils
Confined himself to prose.”
MCLANDBURGE WILSON.

THE LIVE STOOK MEN AT

.

DISTURBANCES IN HAYTL
Minister Powell Beperts a Seriems Con-
dition of Affsirs Toére.

WasmiNgToN, Aug. 3.—W. F. Powell,
the United States Minister to Hayti, has
reported to the State Department by mail
from Port au Prinoce, setting forth a very
serious condition of affairs in Hayti. The
deteils of the report have not beén made
public, but ii ia known that Mr. Powell
prophesied the disturbances of the last
few days and predicts more serious con-
ditions in the future. In recent reports to
tie Department, Mr. Powell went at oon-
siderable Jength into the details of the
movement st the Syrians, which
is practically ghe entire cause of the present
dhorad:mi in Port au Prince and ugh-
out ti. j

Mr, Powell said that the Syrians had
practically driven the natives out of busi-
neas throughout the island, and had se-
ocured a monorolg of trade. The Haytians,
in support of their desire to drive the
Syrians out of their country, point to the
écht(’:n of :lhe‘ Unll‘ted States in passing

exslusion W8.

Cam advices are e ted to the State
Department from Minister Powell in the
course of a day orso. Nothing is at present
before the D ent with reference to

Hayt{ on which decided action could be
based.

WHITE MEN IN CHINA.
Prof, Starr of Chicage Says They Exist
—Going There to Seek Them.

CHICAGO, Aug. 8.—In quest of a mysteri-
ous white race which lived in the mountains
of northern China, Prof. Frederick Starr,
head of the department of anthropology
at the University of Chicago, will leave
Dr. Harper's school next spring for perhaps
a lifelong stay in the Orient. After search-
ing for the strange people in the mountains,
Prof. Starr may 8| the remainder of
his life unon? the Chinese, for he declares
N T b I conrageln.

e centre of the world's stage .

Th of China, which I intend
to investigate lis almost unknownto
Dr. Starr told his students. “They were
formerly much more numerous than now,
but were gradually driven to the moun!
by the Mongolians. They will furnish a
much more interes -tud{ than evem
the hairy Ainu, and will be of more
value to sclence. I cannot describe them
or their life to you, as nothln'; {s known of
them except that they exist.

———

ORDER TO ARMY OFFICERS.

Those on Duty in Washington Most Wear
Civillan Clething in Ofioce Hours.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 3.—Secretary of War
Taft isued an order to-day that hereafter
all army officers on duty at the Department
shall wear civilian clothing during offioe
hours., Prior to the Spanish-American
War all officers on duty at the War De,
ment wore civillan clothing when at
desks, Shortly after the Mfllming of
hostilities Secretary of War A issued
the uniform order, which was reiter-

Secretary of War Root after it
had fallen into disuse. ,

It is held in some quarters that to-day’'s
order mguu'lnc officers of the army to wear
civilian dress while on d\(xz at the Depart-
ment has some politi significance,
o Y o T peod 1kt
n Was| n just now,
the Administration had decided for g%
and sufficient reasons to make their presenoce
as little noticed as possible.

Mr. Roosevelt and Gen. Tyner.

To TAE EDpITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Many
years ago, perhaps in 1868, Gen, Fitz John
Porter was superseded in his command and,
if not cashiered, was severely reprimanded.

Several years after the war his case came
before President Grant, who did rot see his
way clear to in any way advise a retrial or
the changing of the verdict against Uen.
Porter.

Gen, Urant left the Executive Mansion in
1877, and (n 1885 or thereabout found certain
papers showing to his clear military mind
that Porter hgd not disobeyed orders during
the battle and that consequently he should
not have been cashiered or reprimanded.

What was Gen. Urant’s first act when he
found that he had been mistaken and had un-
intentionally injured a companion in arms?

Did he let the matter die a natural death,
as he might have done after a quarter of a
century?

No:; he wrote a letter stating the faets,
acknowledged that he had been decelved and
that he had judged wrongly, and in all ways
acted as an honest and honorable gentleman
should have done.

Now, where the contrast comes in is here:

QGen. Tyner was accused by Mr. Roosevelt
of dishonesty in ofice. He was acocused
without reason, as the jury found at trial. He
was condemned before his trial by ene who
had no right under the laws or under the
Constitution to condemn him. His supposed
infamy and dishonesty were proclaimed
throughout the land over the signature of our
hot headed President. This happened months
ago; but no publioc answer has been made to
the letter of (ien. Tyner asking vindiocation.

Would it not be well for Mr. Roosevelt, in-
stead of lecturing on race sujocide, to read a
nice little curtain lecture to himself on “fair
play to others; or, the golden rule”?

AN ADMIRER oF HoNEsTY,

NEW YORK, Aug. 8.

The Exiled Eagineer.

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: T would lke
to state, in relation to the engineer who was not
allowed to work at his profeasion in Canada, that
if be comes to New York or Brooklyn he will not
be allowed to run an engine, no matter how com-
petent he may be, til he has lived here five yoars,
although he may have been born In the United
States and lived In this country all his life.

See the Engineers License laws. Are we any
more liberal than the Canucks? AMERICAN.

BROOKLIN, Aug. 4.

But There Have Always Been Tremendous
Thenderstorms.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir; May It not be
possible that the tremendous electrical storma are
caused by our surrounding ourselves with so much
electricity? “Like attracts like” ix an oM saying.

NEW YORK, Aug. {. ISABEL BENTLY.

Astronemical.
From the Portsmouth (V' a.) Star,

THE SUN |8 the brightest and boldest newspaper
in the country. It goes Into every newspaper ofice
of the country and influenoes the minds of the men
who tbhink and write from knowledge and from
those convictions which knowledge and consclence
inspire.

A Campaign Speech.
My friends, ['ve but a minute here;
The train has been delayed; and so
I'll choose the most important theme
To speak upon, before I go.
1'll wasts no time on things abstract;
On issues vague 1've naught to say;
1'll get right down, my friends, and talk
Of simple truths, and every day.
Of these, the foremost one, perhaps—
No need there'll be 10 name 1t twioce—
1s that which fttingly we call
The Blessing of the Highest Price,

We meet at once on common ground;
As man to man ] speak to you:

Don’'t hesitate to interrupt,
If what I mention Isn't true.

Your household bills are mounting up
‘To sums they never reached before;

For all the food that you consume,
You're paying now a great deal more

+Than once you did. As much again
For other things, ltke fuel and ice.

What man can thiak of this and doubt
The Blessing of the Highest Price?

And yet, my friends, » party comes
To coolly advocate & change.
They'd have you leave your state ideal
And enter one untried and strange,
In which, If rightly I have heard,
The cost of living smaller'd be—
A mighty queer campalgn device
To capture votes with, you'll agree,
They'll iry it here, no doubt, but pay
No heed to aught but this advice:
Vote straight for us. YouTl thus preserve
The Blessing of the Highest Price.
ARTRUR H. FoLwaLl.

" SOUTH AFRIOAN ©OBBLER,

New Thirty-five Pousd Turkey in the Pay,
Christened Oom Paal.

A Bouth African turkey gobbler wag re.
oeived at the Central Park menageris
yesterday. It was placed on exhibition in
an enclosure next to the golden pheasant,
It was sent by Willlam Buschnell of Her.
rin, Ill,, who wrote to Director Smith that
it was the only one of the kind in thig

countrg.

The bird is 2 years old and weighs thirty,
five pounds, It has a big topknot of fina
feathers on ite head, which chiefly (jg.
tingulshes it from the American speciey

It was only a short time in the menageri,
when it began to gobble as though it wers
on the African veldt, and the racket startled
some of the animals, as well as visitorg

who had never heard an African turkey

before.
One of the keepers christened the fow|
Paul.

ARBITRATION CONFERENCE.

Secretary Shaw Gets Free Transportation
for the SO0 Foreign Delegates,

WASHINOTON, Aug. 3—Secretary of the
Treasury Shaw left Washington for Chicago
to-night to meet & committee of members
of Congress who have charge of the arrange.
ments for éntertaining the foreign delegates
to the International Arbitration Conferencn
to be held at the St. Louia exposition. Con-

ress made an appropriation of $50,000 for
axe entertainment of the foreigners, the
money to be disbursed under the direction
of the SBecretary of the Treasury. Anticipat-
ing that the appropriation would not coveral|
the expenwes of 800 delegates, Secretary
Shaw recently asked President Cassatt of
the Pennsylvania Railroad to furnish two
8] trains for carrying the foreigners
free of charge on a trip from New York to
Wuhin%n. Pittsburg, Chicago and St.t
Louis. . Cassatt consented to do so.

CLOTHING OF ASBESTOS.

Inventor Claims s Process for Spinning
and Wearing It.

Omaxas, N. J., Aug. 8.—Albert Angell
of Orange declares he has invented and
perfected a process that converts asbestos
rock into beautiful, silky fibre, capablé
of being spun into the finest goods. The
cloth made from this new fibre will be
similar to silk, he sa; Cloth of all kinds

cand be woven from “tl and it is especially
adapted to the manufacture of fine dress

goods.
It will now be possible, it s said, to liter-
ally get out of the earth. The
new material is roof.

Beguests te Hebrew Institutions.

By the will of Marous Goldman, filed foy,
probate yesterday, the sum of $1,000 each
is left to the Hebrew Benevolent and Or-
phan Soclety, the Mount Sinal Hospital,
the Home for Aged and Infirm Hebrews,
the United Hebrew Charities SBociety, the
Hebrew Technical Institute, the Monte-
flors Home for Chronio Invalids,the Hebrew
Technical 8chool for Girls and the Hebrew
Sheltering Guardian Sooclety. The residu-
ST ] R Tl
,000," goes e r's
vldow‘nnd five ohlfdm 1

Ties for Panamsa Canal Work.

NEw Orreans, La., Aug. 8.—Alfred
Anderson, purchasing agent for the Pan-
ama Canal Company and Panama Rail-
road, with headquarters at New York,
announces that 8,000 railways tles will be
shipped from hers to Colon this week, and -
20,000 additional ties and a large quantity
of cypress lumber next week. They ocon-
stitute the full supplies for the Panama

al work. Practically all the lumber
will be shipped from New Orleans.

Sends & Kite Up 8,800 Feet.
MipoLeTowN, N. Y., Aug. 8.—Joseph
Heiland of New York city, a boarder at
Pleasant View House, Marcy Heights,
is the champion kite flyer of Sullivan county.
This week, in the presence of a large ag- »
gation of summer boarders and na-
ves, he sant up a 6 by § kite, with a 83-foot
tajl, to a height of 8,500 feet. When the
kite had gone as far as it would it re-
quired over an hour for Heiland to wind
up the cord,

To Name the Louisiana.

NEw ORLEANS, Aug. 3.—Gov. Blanchard
has selected Miss Juanita Lallande to name
the battleship Louisiana, which is to be
launched at Newport News on Aug. 27,
Miss Lallande is & creole and a ruling fa-
vorite in Louisiana’'s most exclusive so-
ciety. A fund was started here to-day to
pr‘::ont the Louisiana with a silver ser-
vioe.

Benevolent Pawnshop Issues Meore Bonds.

Application has been made to the New
York Stock Exchange to list $1,000,000 of
434 per cent. gold bonds of the Provident
Loan Boclety of New York, maturing in
1921. The Provident L.oan Society main-

tains a pawnshop, lending on personal
property at leas than pawnbrokers' rates.

The Mayor and the Remaen Biil.

From the Hartford Timea.

A yellow newspaper in New York says that
Mayor McClellan cannot be the Democratic
ocandidate for Governorin New York this year
because of his record in approving the Rem-
sen Gas bill, which is alleged to have heen a¢
“grab.” It is true that there was a great
newspaper outery againet the bill in question,
which did grant some reasonable rights to
the gas company which supplies New York
city. But this outory was not justified by
the facts. UGovernor Odell, yielding to the
yellow newspaper clamor, vetoed the bill,
but Elihu Root wrote a rtrong letter in favor
of the measure, and the best and fairest
ogalnlon is that it was in no reapect against
the publio interest. The yellow press need
not expect to be able to “turn down " an honest
public official on any such fraudulent pre-
tenee aa this.

«
|

When the Presideat Was a Cowboy.
Willtam T. Dandz in Harper's Weekly.

Only once did I ever see his temper get away.
It was a bitter night late In the fall. The last bee!
roundup had reached Chimney Buttes, a mile
south of the Maltese Cross Ranch. A driving raln
that froze as 1t fell surned the whole river bottom,
where the camp was made, Into a sea of half frozen,
mud. The cattle were restless and hard to hold
All bands were called out and the nervous beasis |
were finally rounded up under the shelter of the
bluffs. The cook's fire had long been drowned oul.
and all hands went supperiess.
' Roosevelt and I slept together. After heiping
to qulet the 400 beeves we crawled, hungry, wet and
oold, into our bed; that meant, some blankets spread
on the wet ground covered by a tarpaulln or water
Mght canvas. Hardly had we tumed In when &
night rider slashed a wet lariat across our bed,
oalling out:

"All bands turn out; cattle breaking away!”

With a groan I slipped out sldeways and groped
in the darkness for my pony's plcket line. Suddenly
I beard a burst of ploturesque language, the gisi of
which was a genoral malediction on thé countr)
the man who made It, the men who lived In it and
the “blankety blank fool that would leave God s
country for such a blankety blank wilderness’
but there are certaln situations of which 1t is wo
sacred to go Into detall.

Undignified But Oool Oficial.
From the London Chronicie.

A humble French officlal who was sent to one of
the hotteat departments of France found his bu
reau & perfect furnace, untll he had a brilllant ldea.
He Improvised a cistern and sat In 1t all day. Tbe
public came Into his office and panted, but he wa
up to his armplis In water, cool and comfortable
Nobody minded: it was thought very clever of hin
and he grew In the local esteem. But one day there
came an inspector whose husiness It was to main
tain the dignity of the public service. He stood
aghast. What! A registrar sitting in a cistern® It
Was & stigma on the republic. The case was re
ported 1o Paris, and the offender was on the point
of being dismissed when a cynic suggested & mor*
humorous pusishment, “Send him to Algerial”
Evea the clsterns are hot In that climate.

\




